Ethics as a way of defending freedom of expression by González Cabezas, Josep Ramon
in the prime of his youth and his professional career marked a tragic note 
during this period. 
8 Daily ethics 
The proclamation of the Deontological Code in the course of the II 
Congress of Catalan Journalists and the extraordinary reception it has 
enjoyed in professional and political media has prompted the Annals del 
Periodisme Català to dedicate this issue to the analysis of "Daily Ethics". 
For this reason a number of college members have been invited to 
present some initial contributions on this subject, from the diversity and 
plurality of their respecti ve personnel experiences. The journal is open to 
further contributions, discussions and analysis. 
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Ethics as a way 
of defending 
freedom of expression 
JOSEP R. GONZALEZ CABEZAS 
Why do we talk about the deontology of information when from a historical 
perspective it could almost be said that we have only just won the right to 
freedom of expression?, asks the author of this article. He then goes on to 
assess the struggle waged by journalists in Spain, not so long ago, in favour 
of freedom of expression. This defense of freedom is conditioned nowadays 
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to the revision of our own social commitments in a strongly competitive 
society. In just one decade newspapers, the radio and the television have 
spread and adapted amidst huge mutations of an economic, political, social 
and cultural order. There is an avalanche of news in all the mass media. And 
the question is whether this avalanche nullifies the audience's capacity to 
ask questions about what it is receiving, In this circumstance, the general 
public should be given guarantees about the reliability and solvency of what 
it reads, sees and hears every day. 
The author concludes that if "up until now we have managed to use 
journalism to contribute to the arrival of democracy" we should use 
journalism to do somethi ng else to encourage and preserve it. The 
Deontological Code promoted by the CoJ.legi de Periodistes de Catalunya is 
the first spontaneous, collective and organised answer in favour of a certain 
clarification of the posture of the media with regard to the new pressure 
from the technological and economic environment. 
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Ethics and TV: common 
ground, cliches and some 
doubts 
SALVADOR ALSIUS 
The author, a television journalist, provides on in-depth analysis of the 
meaning and the scope of television; its power, its ethics and the criticism it 
receives from the other media. 
The joumalist refers to the recent events in Alcàsser. After that triple crime, 
he states, "there will always be a before and an after" in the way that 
television is understood. Alcàsser became the most important topic of 
popular conversation for a few days. However, for two weeks it was 
impossible to go into any Newspaper office without hearing assessments of 
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